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“Talking about religion in twenty-first century Britain:  contested conversations”

This lightening presentation makes two points:
1.  British society (just like its European neighbours) finds itself in an embarrassing situation.  On the one hand, religion – for a whole variety of reasons – has re-entered the public square and demands a response.  On the other, a largely unchurched population has difficulty dealing with these issues:  British people have lost the concepts, knowledge and vocabulary that are necessary to talk about religion.  This is one reason for the lamentable standard of public debate in this field.  Can anything be done?

2.  It is clear that difficult situations have arisen regarding the rights of religious people to 'live out' their faith in their public as well as their private lives.  What happens when the demand to do this clashes with the rights of others to their chosen life-styles?  What is the best way of resolving these dilemmas:  to look for a solution to the problem or to seek a set of principles and enforce them systematically? The pros and cons of each of these possibilities will be introduced.
