


















 








Context - Leicester Today
• Most multi-religious city in the UK outside London

• Leicestershire a ‘microcosm of England’ - 2001 
census figures show:

− 132,000  Christian (44%)
− 41,000   Hindu
− 40,000   Muslim
− 10,000   Sikh
− + Jews, Jains, Buddhists, B’hai...

 




Context - Meeting places
xxx Numerous churches

 13 Hindu Mandirs
 35 Mosques
 7 Sikh Gurdwaras
 2 Synagogues
 1 Jain Temple
 1 Buddhist Centre
 




Context - St Philip’s Ward

16.2% Christian
33.7% Muslim
25.8% Hindu
12.6% Sikh

0.3% Other religions
(2001 census)

Challenge: 1. Know the context
2. build Christian confidence?





 






Chaplains
• Have key roles to play
• Need support
• Need appropriate training

Challenge – How well are we doing here?



St Philip’s Centre
Objectives and Powers

1. Equipping Christians and others to live and work in a 
multi faith society
2. Providing opportunities to reflect on Christian mission, 
presence, engagement, dialogue and evangelism in a multi 
faith world
3. Offering consultancy and training services to enable 
people and communities in Leicester and beyond to live 
together in harmony
4. Sharing regionally, nationally and internationally the 
experience and expertise gained from the objects in 1,2 
and 3 above



 






 

  
 

  


  
 

  

    


   
 





  
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 

 

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


  

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Vice Chancellors and their Staff
‘VC’s and their staff do not engage in robust 

debate with extremists and try to show 
vulnerable students the moral and intellectual 
virtues of liberalism because they are 
frightened…

Ignorance is part of it. I doubt one lecturer in ten at 
UCL knows anything about the ideologies of 
Jamaat and the Muslim Brotherhood’

Nick Cohen
Observor on Sunday

10 October 2010











 

 

 

 
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
 



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 

 


 


 
 

 





 








 





“If your own faith is nothing more than a 
burden, you will not value the faith of 

others. But if you cherish you faith, you will 
value other people’s faith also, even 

though it is different from your own. You 
will know that faiths are like jewels. One is 
especially your own, but all are precious.”

Jonathan Sacks





The St Philip’s Centre has grown out of... 
local people & relationships

 



St Philip’s Centre - Current Work



Learning
• St Philip’s Centre 

MA (de Montfort) in Inter-religious Studies

Fdn Degree – (Leicester) in Faith and 
Community Studies for 2011

Chaplaincy Courses















 









Oct 2010 Inter faith running team 
enters Leicester Marathon



  












 




 

















  

 
 




  






 




We aim... to offer 
training to key 

groups in society 
on the realities and 

opportunities of 
living & working in a 
multi-faith society




